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RN: This is Robert Null and Michael Lewis has asked me to try to go back into the

history of Ceredo-Kenova [West Virginia] and Carl Ward and The Winning Tradition.
And I suppose that all great winning traditions in all institutions are rallied around
certain individuals. And I, it's just like at Notre Dame University, CBS done a thing a
year or so ago called Wake Up The Echoes, Father O'Shea in 1906 had wrote his
immortal Notre Dame fight song, Wake Up The Echoes, but no one heard it outside of
South Bend, Indiana, for a number of years. Until a fellow by the name of Kanute
Rockne and Frank Dory, or Dorsey, I believe was the quarterback's name, invented the
forward pass. And he played there and went on. But anyhow, this great winning
tradition in South Bend, Indiana, at Notre Dame, or even take Miami of Ohio down at
Oxford in his cradle great coaches. Paul Brown, Woodrow Wayne Hayes, Beau
Shimbuckler, Ohio State and Michigan, [inaudible]. .... Miami, Northwestern, Paul Brown,
Notre Dame, Ohio State, to Massillon High School to build those great winning
traditions and programs that won over a great many years. And Ceredo-Kenova's high
school was opened in 1922, and had a football coach by the name of Webb. But in
1924 and '25, a gentleman by the name of Tom, Thomas E. DanVole, would probably
lay the cornerstone in which these character and community would evolve around
athletically. And probably in ethically and morally and many of the influences directly
and indirectly DanVule had on the early community. And if I may, I would like to borrow
from Ralph Waldo Emerson's "Oh, blow you beautifuls blow and set the wild echoes
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flying. For echoes roll from soul to soul, and go forever and forever''. And I never had
the opportunity but for one time in 1948 to speak briefly with Tom DanVule. But I have
seen the fruits of the trees of his labor in many of the people in this community that
have gone on and influenced mine and many people from this area in the building of
the institution and giving whatever assistance he could and the type of lives that they
have led and the places that they have traveled. But Tom DanVule came down to
Ironton, Ohio. He had played football at Valparaiso College in Valparaiso, Indiana,
which was often referred to as a poor man's Harvard. But he came down and played
what is then the National Football League with the old Ironton Tanks in Ironton, OH and
one of the other teams was in it was Canton Bulldogs, which featured Jim Thorpe in
football's Hall of Fame, and Portsmouth had a team, the Titans, which were later to
become the Detroit Lions. And I stand to be corrected, but I believe the Ironton Tanks
were part of the movement from Ironton to the Chicago Bears. But back to this
influence that Tom DanVule would have, Tom was an end on the Ironton football
professional team. And he got hurt over there and he needed a job and his family. And
he had done a little bit of... but anyway, he was hired by the independent Ceredo school
board at the time, as a football coach at Ceredo-Kenova. He would stay at CeredoKenova for the 1924 season through the 1930 season. From there Tom DanVule
would coach at Marshall College in Huntington, West Virginia, from 1930 up until I
believe in '36, when the immortal Eli Camden Henderson came out of Davis-Elkins
College to coach. But when he came there, it was a new high school and new
movement and new thought. In the first year that Tom was there, he would have a
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record of eight wins and one loss and in that football record, the only game he lost that
year was 9 to 6 to Huntington. And he had wins over teams like Ashland, Williamson,
Logan, Ohio, beat St. Albans 58 to nothing, East Bank 19-13, Paintsville, Kentucky 69
to nothing, Athens, WV, 76 to nothing, and won over Catlettsburg.
But some of those early members of that team would later go on and play football
under Tom Danvule at Marshall. And many of them would go on and be very
successful in life. But there was no word in Tom DanVule's vocabulary to lose. He
taught to win, to play fairly, sportsmanship. He was an advocate of, against tobacco
use in any form or alcohol or profane or obnoxious languages. He was a gentleman, a
very tremendous individual. Indeed, he was a winner from the word go. And a name
starts to move in this as we get further along to the roots of Carl Kenneth Ward. In
1928, there was a big tilly and little tilly. And this was Frank and Burt Ward, who were
two brothers who were playing football for DanVule in '28. And that football team in '28
would go undefeated. They had one [inaudible] .... on their record and that was against
the Huntington High School Pony Express. And this wide hamlet in the middle of the
road was playing schools, Huntington, Ashland, Logan, Logan, Ohio, too, by the way.
don't know how many in Ashland would be featured that year. Ellis Johnson would go
on to a national championship, the high school championship. Maybe that was '29.
But anyhow, Frank Ward at that time, and I'm only surmising that Carl must have been
born around this time. Because I was born in '32 and Carl must be at least four years
older than myself. But when Carl, his Christian name, it didn't have anything to do with
the football team or not, was Carl Kenneth Ward. Which of course, made his initials
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C.K. Ward. I always felt that he was probably born to coach that football team.
Because I know that he is tremendously worked into it and has used some of those
things that the big tilly, Frank Ward, taught him. Frank is listed in 1928 in the yearbook
as an all-state tackle on a football team. He would later, he was married at a very
young age. And at that time, Armco in Ashland, were employing people to play in a
semi-professional football league. And big tilly played on that. I'm not sure whether
little tilly did or not. But Danvule would leave that and go on to Marshall and coach.
But this 20A team, in part of the historical background of these high schools and even
Marshall College, there was a writer on the Huntington Herald Dispatch at that time by
the name of Diamond Duke Ridgely, who's name was Duke Ridgely, he had a column
named Diamond Duke. And he named the Huntington High School Pony Express, the
Huntington East Highlanders, and the Marshall College Thundering Herd. And in
1928, Frank Ward and this group would go up to, they would win a sectional
tournament and they would go to the state tournament in basketball up at Buckhannon.
and he would write that year, in 1928, in the Herald Dispatch, "You'll not have to
wonder about the Wonders from Wayne County." And so, from that time on, in legend,
folksong and lore, we became the Wayne Wonders. I know that in the travel, had met
the coach over at Mussleman last year when Ceredo-Kenova was playing Mussleman,
the Apple Men of Mussleman for the state championship. But he wanted to know what
we meant by Wonders. He looked at the decal and of course, jokingly I told him that
the Bible had spoke of the Wonders, because in the last days of time, that wonders
would move upon the face of the earth. And with that he said he would wonder on up
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to Tyler County to Grafton to scout them in their game. But anyhow, that's how he got
tied with the Wayne Wonders. And this is something that I have never been able to
really pinpoint or go down to. Because of course, letters and numbers were not used
until the radio broadcast. Carl [inaudible] .... and some of these early people who did the
play-by-play broadcast, needed the numbers. This became a sophisticated system as
it goes through with growth and added to. Back in those days, of course,
[inaudible]. ... was number 77. And today he couldn't wear that number because that
would have to be a tackle. But this was for radio and television coverage and
whatever.
But anyway, Tom Danvule went on to Marshall and he ... after he turned the reins of
the responsibility, the coaching job there at Marshall, he remained in a position at
Marshall College as the director of the intramural program and was deeply respected in
the service communities of Marshall College and Huntington, West Virginia, CeredoKenova. And he always kept those days with many of those successful people who
had built that institution and had much to do with the winning tradition of their athletic
programs.
During those years at Marshall College in Huntington, West Virginia, his lineup that
DanVule had was domineered and had a great number of people from Ceredo-Kenova
on it. And as we look back there was an All-State halfback by the name of Ted Smith.
And I believe is some relation to Mike Lewis. But anyhow, Ted Smith played a halfback
at Marshall. And one of the members of that football team is in the newly erected
Athletic Hall of Fame, was John Santini, the Shiek from Seth, West Virginia. But Ted
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Smith played there. And Byron Morris, who is retired now, and does some work for the
Wayne County News in historical and genealogical backgrounds and tracking roots of
people. A very tremendous individual in the community. The names of Simpson
Griffith and Dick Griffith was a part of his influence, who owned the drug store and had
been very active in supporting Ceredo-Kenova and much of this is low-toned with the
business prospects, because Carl runs the program. But we assist him whatever
manner we might be able to. But I know that Jeff Riffe went up there and played for
DanVu le and later coached. And Jeff would serve several terms in the West Virginia,
as a senate, in the West Virginia Senate. But these were the type of people that he
would associate with. He partially got into the lumber business and became a director
of several banks. Jimmy Hammer was the chairman of the board of Alderson-Broaddus
Baptist School of Philippe, West Virginia. And he would give them an endowment and
a part of a percentage of those monies which he had procured from the lumber industry
in Kenova with Hamer Manufacturing Company and the J. P. Hamer Company and this
would ford him an opportunity financially to serve on the board of directors of the
Kenova Bank, the Ceredo Bank, the Twentieth Street Bank, and a bank in Louisville.
But Jimmy Hammer was of the same mold that he had been taught by Tom Danvule
and his strengths and his routes and early West Virginia.
Another member of that football and basketball at Ceredo-Kenova in '28 was
Stewart Way. And Stewart Way would go down to Georgetown College and play
basketball and come back and go to Madison High School and have a winning record,
come back and be a winner at Huntington High School. And from there he had the
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reins at one time to coach at Marshall College, Marshall University as a basketball
coach. And you know, his family owned the Kenova Hardwood Company. His father
had been mayor of the town and owned the whole lower end of Kenova. And I believe
that when the high school was built, that he donated the hardwood lumber that his boys
would play on there, and was very supportive back in those days, with
Wright and the [inaudible] ... with the Ceredo Bank. And it was always kind of a
[inaudible] ... that they supported and built that independent school district, which later
would go into a county system, which even today is debated as too, which is correct.
But that's not what we're talking about at this time. There was also another fellow on
that team by the name of Robert Alexander Morris. And Bob would, was very, very
successful in life. He went down to Washington Lee and played football on a
scholarship and was a member of the robe, the National Honor Society and was
president of his class. And he would become an athletic director at Marshall College in
Huntington, West Virginia for a few years. And he was very successful. But most of
these people that were associated back in the roots of Tom DanVule. And I think that
is where he goes into Frank Ward and from him into Carl and Kenneth Ward of that
group, that they have reflected a winning way in tradition. But Frank Porter was one of
the hardest-nosed football coaches I've ever seen. And he played there under Tom
DanVule and went over and played at Marshall. And when Tom DanVule left CeredoKenova in 1930, Frank had already finished his playing days at Marshall College in
Huntington and he was playing professional football with the Ironton Tanks. And he
came back in 1930 and became the coach at Ceredo-Kenova, and he would spend a
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number of years there. From 1930 to 1942, he would be the football and basketball
coach at Ceredo-Kenova. And he, as I said, a pretty hard-nosed fellow. He came on in
'42 and he had went into the Navy and turned the reigns of the Ceredo-Kenova football
job over for two years to a gentleman by the name of Guy Smith. And Frank knowing
that [inaudible]. .. kind of a dirty trick. But he said he was going into the Navy to take a
commission. And so, he set the 1943 schedule that he made up for... for Guy Smith
was totally impossible. There was no small teams on it. He opened the season against
the Ashland Tomcats. Keep in mind there wasn't any Boyd County High School at that
time, or if there were, they didn't have a football program. And he played the second
game against the Huntington High School Pony Express, which is one of the largest
high schools in the state of West Virginia. Because there wasn't any Huntington East
for them yet, or maybe East had been in one year, but were not really [inaudible] ... a lot
of students from Huntington High School. And the third game of the season he played
Floyd Swartzwiler's Parkersburg Big Reds, and hadn't lost a football game in three
years. And Floyd Swartzwiler would go on and become coach at Syracuse University,
become a member of the football college hall of fame at Kings Island in Cincinnati,
Ohio, would coach Heisman award winners such as Jimmy Brown and Davis, Ernie
Davis and Floyd Little, which was native roots back into West Virginia and this
community. And Ceredo-Kenova opened the season'with all these boys
[inaudible] ... Uncle Sam needed and wanted them and they went into the military and
was very left equipment or travel-wise, even for gasoline or even ride the Old Baltimore
on a train into Parkersburg. But one of the members of that team was Carl Kenneth
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Ward. And I don't guess Carl could have been anywhere but about the seventh or
eighth grade at the time. And uh, but he was on a football team. And they went up to
play the Parkersburg Big Reds, who had Piggy Varns who played with LSU as an allAmerican, played with the Philadelphia Eagles. He had Fred Billy and some of the
early boys that went on and played for Frank [inaudible] ... ..at Notre Dame. But the
story that's told on Carl Ward that's kind of funny, they went up that year and we got
beat by Ashland 56 to nothing. And Huntington High School 60-some to nothing and
went over and played Parkersburg. They played everybody in the world they could to
keep from running up a score on Ceredo•-Kenova, and it was 83 to nothing. And Carl,
of course, being very young and weighing about 105 or 110 pounds, was sitting on the
sidelines and they finally put Carl in the game with the score of 83 to nothing. And the
story told on Carl is the first thing he did was call time out and told those guys, "Let's
get together and come on," said, "we ain't lost this game yet, with about two minutes left
in the game, the score 83 to nothing." And so this was the way Carl always attacked
the game. Someone oh, in the community one time said that Carl had deliberately lost
some high school football games. And I've known Carl Ward from the time that he was
playing down in cow pastures. We call that cow pasture university, which was the Old
Way Lumber Company, to the times he played junior high school ball and he played
high school football and I followed his career through Marshall. His business career,
his college career, and I'll tell you, if I was playing Carl Ward a game of mumble peg on
a Friday night, I'd get out the matches and knife and start practicing because, I tell you,
Carl will really work and he will endeavor in any way that he can, that he can beat you
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fairly and squarely. Carl teaches fundamentals of blocking and tackling of football and
this has helped him tremendously and his attitude is real fine. But Frank Porter would
come back to Ceredo-Kenova in the year 1945. Frank Porter, on his return to CeredoKenova, started out as a football coach and Carl Ward was his halfback. He came
back in '45. And Carl graduated in the class of '47, the last season was '46 and they
played Williamson that year. Carl was a starting halfback. And they had a winning
season and they upset Williamson High School, which had won of the state football
championship the year before, and had a [inaudible] .. .Vitto Regassi, who would later
play in the Canadian football league and become the football coach at William and
Mary. But Regassi was about a six foot seven or eight end, weighed about 240
pounds. And I can still remember the red face of Carl Ward going after him and
catching a pass at one of the football games on a throw from Wally Reardon. But after
Carl left here, he went into the military, I suppose. Because the next touch that I had of
Carl was in 1950. And of course, this was the first year that Willard P. Peterson had
coached over at Marshall College, Marshall College at that time. And a lot of these
people that were still there were roots of the, of Cam Henderson. And I'm quoting in
part now from Sam Clagg at the university's book written about the life and times of
Cam Henderson. Many of these people on that first team there where still under the
Cam influence. I know that Dr. Clagg was a line coach under Cam and he coached
there one year under Pete Peterson, but quoted from his book in parentheses that after
the old man quit, that coaching football wasn't any fun. But anyhow, Carl had, he was a
reserve halfback there for one year under Willard Pete Peterson and played a little bit
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of football in college, but not a great deal. And then Carl would drift into business.
And it seemed as if every place that one would turn, if you saw Carl Ward, you'd see
Kenneth Dale Craycraft. And they got out of Marshall and done a little bit of student
teaching. And they got into the business world. And the first opportunity that they had
was kind of a family tie. They went to work as sales representatives for McKessonRobbins for Keith Craycraft and worked very successful at that. I guess it just wasn't
their thing. They went over and went to work for S & H Greenstamps and didn't believe
in the program. So, the thing I'm trying to say now is much of life is like an elevator.
Many of the same people you meet on the way down is the same people you meet on
the way back up or vice versus. But Carl and Dale, really Carl went down to Wurtland
High School and coached a year. But Charlie Schneider, who became very successful
at Catlettsburg and was Marshall's last winning football coach until Stan Parish won
and who is now the athletic director at the University of Toledo. [tape shuts
off/on] .. .... .. .... and Charlie was a member of Marshall's tangerine football team, as a
player and was very successful as a coach at Marshall. But anyhow, Carl and Dale
would get some of the Henderson influence, along with the DanVule influence at
Catlettsburg High School and was very, very successful there. Dale was his back
coach and Carl was his line coach. To totally go back from after the time of Porter in
Carl's last year of '47, and then in 1948, Frank Porter resigned the basketball and
football coach at Ceredo-Kenova and Albert Babe [inaudible]. .. in 1948 and remain until
1956. And he had the winning tradition and many of those people in the community
went on to become doctors and lawyers and bankers and publishers,
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[inaudible] ...remained in this community and followed .. .. And Richard Tredway, that
had been at Ceredo-Kenova as an all-state tackle under Babe Massa, would coach
there two years. Now, Dick had gone up to West Virginia University and played with
Bruce Bosely and Sam Huff and Freddie Wyatt and some of those people, and was a
member of the Sugar Bowl team. And he became Dr. Tredway, director of Athletics at
West Virginia State at Institute up in Institute, West Virginia. But he was there for two
years. But back into Carl and Dale's formative years in their coaching. They both
applied over in Boyd County, Kentucky. Carl applied for the football job when Charlie
Schneider went to Marshall. And Dale applied for the basketball job. But they didn't'
even renew their teaching certificates. So this was kind of a low part in Carl and Dale's
career. But Dale came over to Ceredo-Kenova and served as an assistant coach
under Dick Tredway. And Carl would go up to Gallipolis, Ohio and coach one year as
an assistant coach under or two years, one year, I don't remember exactly which it was,
under Bob Sagg, who's now the coach over at Huntington East and who was a Cam
Henderson crone. But they, in 1960, Carl and Dale, the fraternity was born, the unity
was there, and the success was .... Carl .. .. they beat Madison, only won one football
game and lost nine. And Carl and Dale said they were the same coaches that coached
the team with a one in nine principles of DanVule and the fundamentals of the
formations that they ran, was the same type of coaching. And the next year they were
six and four and then the following year, they were nine and one, but failed to get into
the playoffs. And this would start a long reign of champions of 1963, 1964 they were
nine and one, but not in the playoff. 1965 they would go 11 and 0, and [inaudible} .. ..
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They would play Gary High School in '66 in the finals and lose. The following year, in
'67, they would play Magnolia High School of, not Magnolia High School, but they
would play Monongalia High School in the state championship game in '67 in Stadium
Field in Parkersburg, and won a state championship. And then from this they went on
and won ten West Virginia State high school football championships, which is a record.
And I understand that Carl is probably ranked at the top three winning high school
football coaches in America. [tape off/on]

As we see how these roots grow in families

and people have been here, I will go down to Mike Lewis, in the late '60's was a
member of the Ceredo-Kenova football team. And I always jokingly kidded Mike's, I
mean, kidded Mike that he was the historical part of the football team, the history of
Ceredo-Kenova, because of the fact that his name being Lewis and the end's name
was Clark, and they played the two ends and I always referred to the Clark and Lewis
expedition. But then of course, they both went on to Marshall. But I'm trying to get
back into this....

But, yes, Mike Lewis's father, Macksie, who is a commander in the

United States Navy, I believe over at Norfolk [Virginia]. Mike would have to bring me
up on that. But he and I had played high school football there and as I already
mentioned, his Uncle Ted Macksie, his Uncle Ted was an all-state halfback there under
DanVule. And then we came on with those inner parts of those families. And I could
get into the [inaudible] .. .and the Perry's and all the Smiths that's played there, the great
football players of Ceredo-Kenova and some of them being captains at Marshall
University and all conferences and defenses halfbacks and played numerous positions
at the university, and made great contributions to Marshall, as well as to this local
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community. But into those winning ways as you go, I have noticed that, you know, Carl
and Dale strictly run that program. And I would say this, it doesn't really matter in
summaries, you're trying to get toward the end of this, that Carl and Dale, they let
everybody participate in that program. If you don't have a uniform, and they don't have
one that'll fit you, they'll go buy you one. And this is through the community and this is
like I say, is low-toned. I know in many schools you could have your social economic
factors that would enter into anything. And making Ceredo-Kenova a winning program
and look at a high school in this area, many people thought that Marshall College was
the worst football coaching job in the country. But I would say the economically and
socially, and the most difficult coaching job in the United States right now would be
Huntington High School. In the early years of Huntington High School, of course, you
got the south side of town with the lawyers and doctors and Indian chiefs and a lot of
money and insurance people and wealth on the south side, which attend Huntington
High School. But back in the early days, before the integration, you had old Central
City or St. Clouds Common area down on 14th Street West and poor old Pete and 14th
Street West. And this was kind of an area, and I think some of these kids from over in
Huntington High School's father were influential in the community with money and
wealth and influence sometimes would be picked over the competition because of their
blue bloods and through what they had. And then when you take the closing of
Douglass High School historically, and you take the, the black elementary up on
Daulton Avenue and Hal Greer Blvd. and 14th Street West with the poor whites and
take the south side and these three social and economical things were kind of a part of
-15-

Huntington High School. But we're talking about Ceredo-Kenova. And this is one of
the things that I think has made Carl and Dale so successful in the Ceredo-Kenova
program, is they don't really care who your dad is. He can be a Hamer or a Griffith or
whatever, or how much money you give, you can cut the grass or you can paint the
school bleachers or do whatever you want to do. And this is fine and greatly
appreciated and they give that credit to the community. But they don't tell them how to
coach their football. Because they just will not tolerate it. And anyone that goes out,
doesn't matter if you're all-state or whether you're cannon fodder .... .you will be given an
opportunity and time to play. And I think this brings your attendance factor up greatly.
I've seen kids over here like Sam Hughs, who weighed 95 pounds and he was as much
a part of Carl's program as maybe Mike Lewis was or an all-stater, it really didn't make
any difference to Carl. And I know that through these years if uh, if you follow the rules
and regulations and the discipline and you practice with the football team and you
follow his program and do the things that Carl tells you to, then you will be forded an
opportunity to play. The eleven that start are the boys with the most ability. But this is
a thing that Carl does. And if you'll notice some high schools, I don't care to call 'em.
They can beat a time 90 to nothing. They take great delight in it. But they only let 11,
15 kids play in their program. But Carl and Dale have always, if they get two
touchdowns in front and they feel like if they can, they're in a situation where they can
let these people participate and play, they will start to filtrate those second, third, fourth
and fifteen players in to let them be exposed as part of that program. And this, in turn,
brings their parents out, causes them to travel a great number of miles. I can
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remember that two years ago, in following Ceredo-Kenova, that we went up to play the
Richwood Lumberjacks at Summersville, West Virginia. And they came out with about
32 people through a tunnel of crowd of students, something like they do at Notre Dame.
And they were only into the field. And about that time, the PA system says, "Here come
the Wonders." And boy, they really came. About a 125 of them dressed from the ninth
grade through the twelfth until they covered about 3/4 of the field to take calisthenics.
guess it was a psychological thing. But Carl would take the junior high school team
and address them as well. And if the whole team ate hamburgers, you ate hamburgers.
And if the other ones eat steak, then you eat steak as well as all the rest of them. So,
this was the thing.... I know over against Mussleman when CK had already had the ball
game won and the late parts of the ball game, Dale Craycraft was trying to call time out,
though there was only time for one more play, to give an opportunity for some of those
boys that was down on the third and fourth and fifteenth, just to at least be able to way,
as they grew older, that they had been part of the West Virginia State Championship
team and had played in the playoff. And this is part of the support. And another thing
that Charles Oshell, who's with the Wayne County Board of Education, he built the Big
Green Marching band over there. And he would go anywhere from a 125 to 135 people
in that group that traveled with Ceredo-Kenova. And if a person had a kid, about
everybody at Ceredo-Kenova was either a member of the football team or in the band
and this brought their mommies and daddies and their uncles and everybody out to
support them. But I'd like to go back as Mike as asked me what makes this winning
tradition. And I think sometimes it's a collective bargaining of a group of things. But
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I've got to relate a kind of a story that Mike may or may not have heard of. And maybe
perhaps I should forget it. But anyhow, there was a fellow over in Boyd County High
School by the name of Tom Scott. Tom was a very successful coach. And he played
Ceredo-Kenova about the first six or seven times and lost them them and he lived in
the community of Kenova, but coached over at Boyd County. And he's now one of the
part owners of the Western Steer Steakhouse and has become financially pretty well

off and a tremendous individual but very frank, to the point. And Coach Scott was living
in Kenova, and in 1972, Ceredo-Kenova would play Oceania, who was the West
Virginia State football championship down at Beckley, West Virginia. And the coach
over at Oceania, called down at Boyd County High School and CK had lost one game
that year, and it was to Tom Scott's Boyd County Lions. And he said, "Well, Coach
Scott, you're [inaudible]. .. Oceania High School and I've got to play Ceredo-Kenova and
you're the only team that beat 'em. Would you be kind enough to loan me some game
[inaudible] .... ?" And Coach Scott told him, he said, "No, I just won't do that. And I've
got two reasons I won't do that. And one of them is ....l don't like to loan game
[inaudible] ... to anybody that's out of the community here." He said, "Now, I won't play
any common foe that you play, and you won't play any that I do, and I just wouldn't care
to exchange film." And he said, "On top of that, I've been associated with Carl and
Dale when I played high school football at Catlettsburg. They were my assistant
coaches and went on to Morehead. And I lived in that community over there." And he
said, "No, I just can't loan 'em to you." And the guy said, "Well," the guy was the coach
at Oceania, and he said, "Well, Coach, can you tell me what to expect?" And old Tom,
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he said, "Yeah, I'll tell you exactly what to expect." He said, "About 6:30 that evening,"
he said, "they'll be two big school buses pull in at Beckley that afternoon, whenever
your game's scheduled." And he said, "They'll unload about 125 of the best dressed,
best disciplined, best coached high school football players you'll ever want to see.
They'll be well-mannered. And in behind them will come two more school buses
without about 125, 130 piece marching band, and in behind them's going to come
about 3500 to 4000 people of all that community. And about two and a half hours later,
you'll be so damn glad to see them leave, that you'll never want to play 'em again."
And so that is just about basically, we'll talk with you here Mike, any questions
that .. .and I hope this accurate to some degree. But when some of these things are
taken that I'm talking about, prior to my birth of 1932, and I'm talking about 1922. But
this is my opinion and I know in research many times, we're looking back on high
school yearbooks and these were done by students and how accurate they were. And
then you're talking from mouth to mouth over a span of 50 or 60 years. And legends
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